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S ECRET

20 March 1373

MEMORAMNLUM

SUBJECT: UDevelopments in tthiopia

1. There are two potential thraats to stahility in
Ethiopia. Neither iz critical.

2. Succession:
the Crown Prince’s stroke has thrown the succession to
the Empareor into uncertainty. The precise course of
events will depend on the future health of these two men.
If, after the Emperor’'s death, a proleonged strucgle among
rival claimants ensued and public order was threatened,
the military would be likely to step in to stabilize the
situation.

3. Relations with Somalia: Despite the Emperor’s
fears, Sormalia's carabilities for sustained offensive
action against Cthiopila are low. President Siaé knows
this, 8Siad might be ousted by more aggrezsive military
figures now Iin his shaky ccalition. but Ethiopla can
handle any attack launched by such men, unless the USER
changes its policy and provides more and better offensive
weapons to the SBomalis.

4. The Worst Case: Ethiopilan stabilitv weould meet
its most scvere test 1f the Emperor’'s death produced a
succession orisis in which Somalia intervenad, not by
invasion, but by supporting insurgency among ethnic Somalis
in the Ogaden and poesibly among Eritreans as well. This
case would present the Fthiopians with serlous difficulties.

tiote: Comments and queries regarding this memorandum are
welcome. They may be directead
Office of Current Intelligence
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5. BRelationz with the US: The Emperor probably will
request an increase in military aic: he is not vet aware

_that FBRD aild Ffor PYINTY i1l bes Araa % end 133 ea

€. Higher ald levels are not neceasary in security
terws and would tend to stimulate a Ffurther Sonali buildun.
In political terms, the Brparor will tend to judge the de-
graes of U3 support by the aid program. If disapprointsd,. he
could turn to France as an additional nource of sursport.
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